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Chapter 7 Conclusion
This survey enables us to apprehend the social 
phenomenon  o f  Hong  Kong  peop le  tak ing  up 
residence in Shenzhen in a more object ive and 
scient i f ic way.  Apart  f rom showing the number 
of Hong Kong people having taken up residence 
in Shenzhen (61 865 persons altogether), it also 
helps us analyse the characteristics of this specific 
group of people, their reasons for changing the 
place of residence and their socio-economic ties 
with Hong Kong.  Besides, the survey enables us 
to know more about their aspirations for returning 
to Hong Kong in the future for residence, renting 
or owning properties and receiving education. The 
data are a very important source of reference. 

Among those 61 865 persons, 65.8% were males 
and 34.2% were females,  wi th median ages at 
43 and 35 respect ively.   There were signif icant 
differences in terms of the characteristics between 
males and females.   For  example,  most  of  the 
males (59.2%) were born in Hong Kong, whereas 
the majority of the females (69.1%) were born in 
the Mainland.  The proportion of employed males 
(70.8%) was nearly 1.5 times more than that of the 
females (27.2%).

In terms of  the status of  economic act iv i ty ( for 
those aged 15 and over), the employed persons 
represented 57.2% (28 061 persons)  whereas 
the re t i red ones accounted for  22.0% (10 801 
persons).  A significant proportion of the employed 
persons (66.6%; 18 700 persons) sti l l took Hong 
Kong as the main place of work (the Hong Kong 
group) while only 29.2% (8 186 persons) worked 
in Shenzhen (the Shenzhen group).  There were, 
however, differences between these two groups 
in terms of their occupation, industry sector and 
educational attainment as detailed in Chapters 5 
and 6.
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It is noted that more than half (18 976 persons) 
o f  t hose  Hong  Kong  peop le  hav ing  t aken  up 
residence in Shenzhen who were marr ied, their 
spouse was a Mainland resident at  the t ime of 
marriage.  Other than suggesting the popularity of 
cross-boundary marriages among such Hong Kong 
people, this also appears to conform with the most 
commonly ci ted reason for taking up residence 
in Shenzhen, i .e.  reunion wi th parents/spouse/
chi ldren (70.1%).   Other  more commonly c i ted 
reasons for taking up residence in Shenzhen were 
lower cost of living (25.1%) and place of work or 
study in Shenzhen (25.1%).

In respect of the socio-economic t ies with Hong 
Kong, more than half  (33 118 persons) of such 
Hong Kong people d id  not  have a usual  home 
base in Hong Kong.  Moreover, only about one-
tenth (6 668 persons) of those 61 865 persons had 
respectively made clear their intention to return 
to Hong Kong for residence within the next f ive 
years.  Notwithstanding, their frequency of visiting 
Hong Kong was high.  Up to 94.0% of them had 
v is i ted Hong Kong dur ing the past  s ix  months, 
and over half of them even visited Hong Kong at 
least once a week, mainly for visiting relatives and 
friends (56.3%) and working in Hong Kong (32.8%).  
Desp i te  the i r  h igh  f requency  o f  v i s i t i ng  Hong 
Kong,  the survey’s f ind ings showed that  those 
people were not heavi ly rel iant on Hong Kong’s 
health care services or its sports and recreational 
facilities.  About 60% and 80% of them respectively 
expressed that they had not utilised Hong Kong’s 
health care services and its sports and recreational 
faci l i t ies during the past six months, whi le only 
10.3% and 5.8% had utilised these services for 3 
times or more during the same period.  Besides, 
only 17.8% and 4.0% had returned to Hong Kong 
for uti l ising its health care services or its sports 
and recreational facilities.
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Among those Hong Kong people  hav ing taken 
up res idence in  Shenzhen who were  s tudents          
(10 106 persons), 40.7% were receiving education 
in Hong Kong and 59.1% were receiving education 
in  the  Ma in land .  A t  the  t ime  o f  su rvey,  the re 
were 10 368 Hong Kong people having taken up 
res idence in  Shenzhen who were  prospec t ive 
students or students currently not studying in Hong 
Kong.  Nearly half of them (5 421 persons) had 
plans to return to Hong Kong for education in the 
future.

With the continuous rapid growth of the Mainland 
economy,  the  increas ing  soph is t ica t ion  o f  the 
cross-boundary transport network, and the further 
implementation of the “Mainland and Hong Kong 
Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement”, there 
will be greater interaction between the people of 
the two sides.  It is believed that the phenomenon 
o f  Hong  Kong  peop le  t ak ing  up  res idence  i n 
Shenzhen will continue.  It is worthwhile for both 
sides to pay attention to this social phenomenon 
and  t he  i s sues  t ha t  may  f o l l ow,  such  as  t he 
demand for cross-boundary infrastructure and the 
demand for  housing,  school  p laces and publ ic 
services, etc.




