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Chapter 2 Development Objectives

 The reunification of Hong Kong and Macao with China has a definitive 
historic meaning for the Greater PRD City-region.  Since the reunification, 
the governments of Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao have been actively 
promoting regional cooperation officially on the basis of the previous 
market-driven cooperation among the private sectors. Under the political 
and economic framework of "One Country, Two Systems" and the CEPA 
arrangements, the governments of the three places have put marked efforts in 
upgrading the development and people's living standards in the region.  One 
of the key efforts is to collectively plan and develop the Greater PRD City-
region as a whole.  In 2003, it was proposed in the Hong Kong/Guangdong 
and Macao/Guangdong Cooperation Joint Conferences that "the Greater PRD 
should be developed into one of the world's most flourishing and dynamic 
economic regions".  "The Outline" promulgated in 2008 also sets a target to 
develop the PRD region as "one of the most competitive metropolitan areas in 
the world through labour division, cooperation and mutual complementation 
among Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao".  In accordance with those high-
level planning strategies, Hong Kong, Macao and the cities in the PRD have 
adopted coordinated development in the region as a development objective. A 
common consensus has been formed, i.e. the development within Greater PRD 
City-region should be coordinated to improve the overall competitiveness of 
the region.  The development objectives of the Greater PRD City-region stated 
in this chapter, including the overall objectives and the objectives by areas 
and by phases, reflect the demand from the governments, academics, non-
government bodies and individuals of Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao in 
response to the situations in China and overseas as well as the characteristics 
of development in the region.

2.1 Overall Objectives

 The overall objective for the development of the Greater PRD City-
region	is	that:	"Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao should jointly build a 
world-class city-region with coordinated development, sustainability and 
global competitiveness". The objective is elaborated as follows:

	 ―― A world-class city-region with global competitiveness and 
influences: through enhancing the core functions of certain key cities in the 
region and the integration of these core functions by enhancing the connection 
among cities, a functional core region with global influences should be created.

	 ―― A world-class advanced manufacturing base with innovation 
abilities: through improving the innovation abilities of the region, the 
positions of the region as an advanced technology centre and a world-class 
manufacturing base should be strengthened.
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	 ―― A highly open, world-class centre of modern service 
industries: a world-class service centre should be created by coordinating the 
manufacturing and marketing processes, agglomerating the service providers 
and improving the service quality.

	 ―― A world-class domestic and international transportation hub: 
with the largest port and airport clusters in Asia-Pacific region, the Greater 
PRD should strengthen its railway and highway connections with the Mainland 
in order to grow into an international as well as a domestic transportation hub.

	 ―― A cultural centre with global influences: the	position	of	 the	
region as the cradle of Lingnan culture and a place where the Eastern culture 
integrates with the West and the overseas Chinese culture meets the modern 
immigration culture should be consolidated.  Through fortifying a more 
tolerant, open and influential system of cultures, a creativity and culture centre 
of global significance should be established.

	 ―― A quality living area that is affluent, civilized, harmonious 
and liveable: the people in Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao are "living 
under the same sun, on the same soil, along the same river and of the common 
ancestry". We should work together to create "a prosperous, clean, civilized 
and comfortable Greater PRD".

2.2. Objectives by Areas

	 ―― The PRD should become a world-class base of advanced 
manufacturing and modern services and an important economic centre of 
China: the PRD should realize modernization ahead of other regions, establish 
a good system of socialist market economy, form an industrial structure 
featuring modern services and advanced manufacturing industries, cultivate 
globally advanced capabilities of scientific innovation, foster a scenario in 
which all people live in harmony, and bring forth one of the most competitive 
metropolitan areas in the world through labour division, cooperation and 
mutual complementation among Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao.

	 ―― Hong Kong should continue to strengthen its position as 
an international metropolis in Asia and focus on international finance, 
trading, shipping, logistics and high value-added services to develop 
as one of the most important centres of modern service industries in 
the world and a quality living global city: through bringing the unique 
advantage of "One Country, Two Systems" into full play and minimizing the 
institutional constraints, Hong Kong should speed up its integration with the 
PRD, the "Pan-PRD" and other parts of the Mainland, strengthen its status 
as an Asian international metropolis and further elevate its status as a world-
class centre of modern services with focus on the finance and modern logistics 
services.
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	 ―― Macao should become the most attractive tourism and 
leisure centre in the world as well as regional trading and commercial 
service platform: Macao should further solidify and strengthen its advantages 
in tourism industry and strive for becoming the most attractive tourism 
and recreation centre in the world. It should fully seize the opportunity 
of CEPA and the collaboration with the "Pan-PRD" region so as to build 
an appropriately diversified economy, especially to create conditions for 
establishing a trading and commerce service platform. It should actively 
strengthen the strategic cooperation with the PRD and the "Pan-PRD" region 
with a view to becoming a distinctive and quality regional commerce service 
platform which would promote multilateral economic cooperation between the 
enterprises in the Mainland and Portuguese-speaking countries.

2.3 Objectives by Phases

	 Short-term objectives (2012):	 the	 top	priority	 is	 to	deal	with	 the	
financial crisis. Measures like regional cooperation, industrial transformation 
and macro-economic control by government will help to reduce the adverse 
effects of the international financial crisis to the minimum.  By 2012, the GDP 
in the Greater PRD City-region is likely to have reached RMB5.73 trillion, 
with a population of 58 million people. The per capita GDP will have been 
nearly RMB100,000. The urbanization level will be approximately 84%. The 
GDP of the PRD, Hong Kong and Macao is expected to reach RMB4 trillion, 
RMB1.574 trillion and RMB1.567 billion respectively. The population in 
the PRD will hit 50 million; and the population of Hong Kong and Macao 
will be 7.21 million and 0.61 million respectively. The per capita GDP of 
the PRD, Hong Kong and Macao will reach RMB80,000, RMB220,000 
and RMB260,000 respectively. The urbanization level in the PRD will have 
reached 81% (see Column 2-1 for the forecast methodology).

	 Mid-term objectives (2020): the flow of economic factors in the 
Greater PRD City-region should be basically unobstructed, the overall spatial 
structure of the City-region should be fully optimised, and the Bay Area 
should have all prerequisites to become the world's most developed city-
region.  By 2020, the GDP of the Greater PRD City-region is expected to be 
about RMB9.5300 trillion, with a population above 62 million people. The per 
capita GDP should be more than RMB150,000. The urbanization level should 
be about 87%.  The GDP of the PRD will likely reach RMB7.25 trillion; the 
GDP of Hong Kong will reach RMB2.0726 trillion and the GDP of Macao 
will reach RMB206.3 billion. The population in the PRD, Hong Kong and 
Macao will be nearly 54 million, 7.72 million and 690,000 respectively. The 
per capita GDP of the PRD, Hong Kong and Macao will reach RMB140,000, 
RMB270,000 and RMB300,000. The urbanization level in the PRD will reach 
85% (see Column 2-1 for the forecast methodology).

 Long-term objectives (2030): the Greater PRD City-region should 
become a highly developed world-class city-region, the flow of economic 
factors should be more convenient and the regional economy should be highly 
integrated.  The city-region should strive to achieve a GDP of RMB15 trillion, 
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with a population of more than 66 million people.  The per capita GDP will 
exceed RMB220,000.  The urbanization level will exceed 90% (see Column 2-1 
for the forecast methodology).
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5.73             5782  9.9       83.5

4.00             5000  8.0       81

1.57              721  22.0  Approx 100

0.16              61  25.8  Approx 100
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9.53             6211  15.3       87

2.07             772  26.9  Approx 100

7.25             5370  13.5       85

0.21             69  30.1  Approx 100

�� ��

�������� ����� �� ��� ������������ �����������

�� ��� ������� ����� ����� ����� ���������

�����������������
�������� ����� �� ��� ������������ �����������

�� ��� ������� ����� ����� ����� ���������

�����������������

�



























14.86             6608    22.5       90

2.79             831    33.5  Approx 100

11.8             5701    13.5       85

0.28             76    36.5  Approx 100
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Column 2-1: The Methodology for the Forecast of Development Indicators in the 
Greater PRD City-region
 (1) The economic growth targets of the PRD in 2012 and 2020 are based on 
the targets set out in the "Decisions of the Guangdong Provincial Committee and the 
People's Government of Guangdong Province to implement the Outline of the Plan 
for the Reform and Development of the PRD (2008-2020)" promulgated in April 2009 
(the "Decisions"). The static growth rate in the PRD in 2021-2030 is set at 5%.
 (2) The forecast of population of the PRD is based on the economic output 
and forecast per capita targets set out in the "Decisions". Under the targeted trend, it is 
predicted that the average annual growth rate of population in the PRD in 2021 - 2030 
will be 0.6%.
 (3) The forecast of urbanization level in the PRD in 2012 and 2020 is based 
on the established targets set out in the "Decisions".  The urbanization level of Hong 
Kong and Macao is set at 100%. In view of the characteristics of overseas city-
regions, the urbanization level in 2030 is set at 90%. 
 (4) The forecast on population of Hong Kong is based on the "Hong Kong 
Population Projections 2007-2036" prepared by the Census and Statistics Department 
of Hong Kong SAR Government. The forecast on population of Macao is based on the 
"Macao Resident Population Projections 2007-2031" prepared by the Statistics and 
Census Service of Macao SAR Government.  After making adjustments to reflect the 
actual situations, the average growth rate per annum in 2011, 2021, 2031 is adopted 
for the forecast of the population in 2012, 2020 and 2030. 
 (5) Making reference to various analyses and forecasts of the economy of 
Hong Kong and Macao, it is assumed that the economic growth of Hong Kong and 
Macao, which are relatively well-developed, would remain to be relatively low and 
stable.  The GDP in 2008 (Hong Kong: about RMB1.4788 trillion, Macao: about 
RMB146.459 billion) is adopted as the basis for forecast.  The trend of GDP growth 
as determined by static prediction is assumed as –4.0% in 2009 (due to the impact of 
economic crisis), 3.5% in 2010-2020, and 3% in 2021-2030.




