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Planning and Engineering Study on Development of Lok Ma Chau Loop 

Stage 2 Public Engagement 

(English version) 

Study Background 

The Lok Ma Chau Loop is situated in close proximity to the boundary between HK & SZ. In 2008, the 

HK & SZ governments agreed to jointly commission a planning and engineering study under the principle 

of “co-study, co-development and mutual benefit”, with a view to optimizing the land resources of this 

strategic location to meet the future development needs of the two cities. The Study Area includes the 

Loop and its adjoining areas in HK and SZ, which could provide infrastructure and facilities to support the 

Loop development.  

 

Public Engagement 

We highly value the public‟s views. In 2008, we consulted the public on the future land use of the Loop. 

Higher education, high-tech research and development, and cultural and creative industries were widely 

supported by the public. 

 

The Stage 1 Public Engagement on the preliminary development proposals was carried out concurrently in 

HK and in SZ from November 2010 to January 2011.  The general public and various organizations were 

very active in expressing their views. Taking into account the public views and the detailed analysis upon 

technical assessment, we have overcome the pertaining development constraints and formulated the 

Recommended Development Proposals with a view to taking forward the Loop Development to its 

implementation stage. 

 

Overall Planning and Framework 

Based on the public views collected, the public generally supported developing the Loop under the 

principle of “Sustainable Development” balanced with conservation.  The recommended land uses, the 

Vision and the Guiding Principles were also widely supported. 

 

We recommend that the Loop will be developed with Higher Education as the leading land use, 

complemented by high-tech R&D and Cultural and Creative Industries.  We will continue to adopt 

“Developing the Loop as a hub for cross boundary human resources development within a sustainable 

Knowledge & Technology Exchange Zone” as the Study Vision.  
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The five Guiding Principles would continue to serve as the basis of the Study: 

 

• Flexibility in land use (VO is not required) 

• Low carbon economy 

• High accessibility 

• Enhanced environmental performance with reference to local characters 

• Harmonious and vibrant community 

 

Layout Design & Land Use 

We have refined the Outline Development Plan according to the public‟s comments, with an aim to 

develop the Loop into a vibrant, intimate, interactive and sustainable “cross boundary human resources 

development and Knowledge & Technology Exchange Zone”. 

 

Enhanced Recommended Outline Development Plan (RODP)  

The major revisions to the latest RODP include the following three aspects: 

• Reduce the maximum building height from 15 storeys to 12 storeys to minimize the  

      impact on the flight paths of migratory birds. 

• Allow interchangeability of ‟High-tech R&D‟ and „Cultural and Creative Industries‟ uses  

      to achieve a more flexible land use and layout design. 

• Enhance the open space and landscape design to encourage interaction among users.  

      Three main types of open spaces will be provided to cater for diverse activities and  

      functions and to offer unique spatial experiences for its users. 

 

Vibrant Pedestrian Boulevard 

The Pedestrian Boulevard, which extends across the centre of the Loop, provides a platform for 

interaction as well as knowledge and cultural exchange. This activity node can accommodate diverse 

activities. The active building frontages and retail facilities along the boulevard also add vibrancy to the 

area. 

 

Green Patches Courtyard Space 

These small-scale open spaces are mainly found within individual development plots. Together with the 

podium landscapes, they create an intimate environment for gathering and outdoor and semi-outdoor 

activities. 
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Transitional Green Ribbon Parks 

Running in a northwest-southeast direction, the Ribbon Parks serve as transitional green spaces that 

provide natural greenery between the development clusters and are intended to be passive recreational 

spaces. These spaces form intermingling view corridors that link up both sides of the Shenzhen River.  

Similar to a pair of embracing hands, this spatial form symbolizes the co-development of the Loop by the 

Hong Kong and Shenzhen governments. 

 

Low Carbon & Green Community 

We share the views of the public on setting low carbon indicators and green initiatives, as well as striking 

a balance between development and protecting the natural and ecologically sensitive environments. 

Through the following directions, we hope to develop the Loop into a showcase for a low carbon, energy 

saving and green community. 

 

Harmonizing with Nature 

To compensate for the removal of existing reedbed within the Loop, an Ecological Area of 12.8 hectares 

will be formed to enhance the ecological/wetland function of the area. We also advocate the provision of 

dedicated wind and view corridors for better air ventilation and visual connection. 

 

Conserving Resources  

We will conserve resources through the principle of “Reduce, Recycle and Reuse”. The feasibility of 

providing district cooling system, using renewable energy sources, and using treated sewage effluent for 

non-potable uses are being studied. 

 

Building a Green Community 

To enhance the ecological integrity of the area, we will properly manage the Ecological Area, plant 

species with higher carbon absorbing capacity, and implement green roof installation and energy-efficient 

green buildings. Moreover, we will encourage walking and the usage of green transport by providing 

transport interchanges and a network of footpaths and cycling tracks in the area. 

 

With proper land use planning, urban design and the above green measures, we endeavor to create a 

pleasant environment for both humans and wildlife, and build a low carbon community.  

  

 

 



P. 4 of 4 

External Connectivity & Improvement 

To facilitate users from HK and SZ to access the Loop, the provision of proper external connections is an 

important part of the development. 

 

The Western Connection Road will be linked with Fanling Highway/San Tin Highway mainly by 

widening the existing Lok Ma Chau Road and Ha Wan Tsuen Road. 

 

Responding to the public‟s concern on the ecology of areas adjacent to the Loop, the design of the Eastern 

Connection Road, which will link up the Loop and the Kwu Tung North New Development Area, has 

been optimized. A section of road, which was previously designed as a viaduct, is now proposed to be 

constructed as an underpass-cum-depressed road to minimize impacts on fishponds, bird flight path 

disturbance and potential visual impacts. In addition, an animal passage will be provided across a section 

of the Eastern Connection Road to maintain the continuity of the terrestrial habitat. 

 

Responding to the public‟s concern on the ecology of areas adjacent to the Loop, the design of the Eastern 

Connection Road, which will link up the Loop and the Kwu Tung North New Development Area, has 

been optimized. A section of road, which was previously designed as a viaduct, is now proposed to be 

constructed as an underpass-cum-depressed road to minimize impacts on fishponds, bird flight path 

disturbance and potential visual impacts. In addition, an animal passage will be provided across a section 

of the Eastern Connection Road to maintain the continuity of the terrestrial habitat. 

 

Way Forward 

We cordially invite you to participate in the Stage 2 Public Engagement activities and provide your 

valuable views on our proposals. Your views will help us in  taking forward the implementation of the 

Loop development. Thank you! 

 

 

 


